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IN THE SCHOOL
lators to win the victory for Liberty
Hyde Bailey and for Cornell. In the
minds of many it is unfortunate thc
botanist could not see his way clear
to continue at the helm at Coraell,
but he had other plans. Teachers,
and others interested in this side of
Liberty Hyde Bailey, would do well
to read Philip Dorf's Libertl Hlde
Bailel, An Inlomtal BiograPltl.

Vorked with Roogcvclt
L. H. Bailey was onlY a half'Yeat

older than Theodore Roosevelt, and

the two men worked in harmonY
during many years for the betterment
of rural folk. Roosevelt wrote, rela-
tive to his famous Commission on
Country Life: "I doubt if I should
have undertaken to appoint the com-

mission if I had not been able to get
Director Bailey for its head, and no
man in our country did better work
for the country than did he on that
Commission." It was on the find-
ings of this Commission that wc
eventually had our parcel post sys'

tem, our national extension service,

our agricultural and home-making
cducation, aod our rural electrifica-
tion.

Since schools and others will this
year be celebratiag the hundredth
anniversary of the birth of Theodorc
Roosevelt, it might be well to recog-

nize, at the same time , the hundredth
anniversary year of BaileY. It is
possible that if the empha-sis Siven
her" to Dr. Bailey pfovcs of value to
teachers we may PfePare a similar
unit on Theodore Roosevelt for thc
August-september issue of Natate

Maga4ine, building our story around
the interest T.R. had in animals, as

we have built this ooe around the
intcrest L. H. Bailey had in plants.
What do you think of the idea?

It might be worth while for school
activities to have some children
make a survey of the literature listcd
in the school or local librarY of
which Dr. Bailey was the author or
the editor. In all probability there
is more such material there than you
may offhand suslrct.

Many folk are interestcd in mak-
ing stamp collcctions. Where this
is the case it may be worth while to
be sure to get one of the gardea and
horticultural commemorative stamps

that will be issued on LibertY HYde
Bailey's birthday, March the fif-
teenth. First daY 'stamPs Post-
marked on the day being memorial-
ized are always considered of more
value to collectors thau those that
are issued later, Keep this in mind.

Professor Emeritus of Nature and Science Education, C-ornell University,

aod Director of Nature Education, The American Nature Association

wodd chose to celebrate March
fifteenth as Liberty Hyde Bailey Day.
This statement is not made idlY, or
because I hapPened to know and to
admire the man who was born
March 15, 1858, and who, for neailY
a ceotury, cootributed as much if
not more than anY of his contem-
poraries to the wholesome advance-
ment of botany and horticulture, of
rural education, sociology and eco-
nomics. Few men have contributed
more, in a ninety-six-year lifetime,
than did he. Few individuals, if
aty, made their influence significant
to a wider segment of our population,
whether the most Profound tech-
nician or the humble Person who

O H:ffi$, t','I'f,i l:'fru'l: ;:',1,1;
tion itself.

Schools wishing to honor this
man, who wrote rvith equal effec-
tiveness for children and for ad-
vanced intellectuals, may find in the
special insert in this magazine sug-
gistions that may be useful in such
observance. Eighteen Plants have
been selected as representative of the
fields of interest and accomplishment
of L. H. Bailey. The stoty of each
plant, and of its significance in a

Bailey memorial, have been given so

that any teacher may with little ef-
fort put on an exhibit or a Program
that will helP honor the man on his
hundredth birthday, or near that
date.

The "ides o[ March"

IT \^/OULD BE EMI.
NENTLY APPROPRI.

ern if schools
throughout the

We often hear the exPression "Be-

ware the ides of March." This haP
Ilens to be the l5th day of March,
ind was supposed to be the day on
which it was predicted Julius Caesar
would bc murdered. Because of this
it was considered an inausPicious
day and a poor day to "staft some-
thing." Teachers wishing to show
how ridiculous such superstitions
may be may wish to call the atten-
tion of pupils to the fact that, whilc

Caesar built an empire, it fell and
many of his associates, including
somc whom he considered friends,
took part in his murder-or, if you
prefer, his assassination. Supersti-
tious folk might do well to learn of
Liberty Hyde Bailey, who was born
on ooe of the most suPerstitiouslY
dreaded days of the year, who lived
a notably constructive life, outlived
most of his generation and whose
death was mourned by all who knew
him, or knew of his work. There
was no Brutus for L. H. BaileY.

It was hoped by many that Dr.
Bailey might some time write his
autobiography, but he felt he had
many more important things to
chronicle and could not take the time
to write about himself' It is said
that he once took the time to write
a novel, but apparently no one cver
read it cxcept himself. The story
goes that the novel ended its days,
page by page, in the firePlace of his
country home near lthaca. His
verses were often written on scraps

of paper as he was riding from onc
place to another. Fortunately many
of these were saved. A glimPse of a
dilapidated boggy in a barn yard,
seen as a :.;lrainwhizzed by, aroused a

line of thought concerning what that
boggy might have known in better
days. Why not put it into verse?

lf a talk had to be given to a grouP
of metropolitan "farmers" who did
their farm work from an off,ce chair,
why not talk about something these
gentlemen probably had experienccd
only slightly? The result was a

verse on "Mud." When it was
finally decided that New York State
should havc its State agricultural
college at Cornell University, the
"Puckish" nature of L. H. Bailey
stepped forward. The result was a

picture in Bailey's office of Chancellor
Day of Syracusc University, who had
done everything possible to get the
college for his university. Under
Dr. Day's picturc io Bailey's ofrcc
appcarcd the legend "Thc Founder
of the State College of Agriculture
at Cornell Uuiversity." Dr. Day
had antagonized enough neutral lcgis-
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Bailey Day !

lor Schools 
i

o

o

a



o

Through life L. H. Bailey continued these pioneering
activities. As a student and staf member at Michigan
State he broke with convention and brought faculty and

students together to work on problems with real mate-

rials. At Harvard, he tried unsuccessfully to show Gray
that a horticulturist should be a botanist, and that horti-
cultural practice and botanical research should work
together. When he came to Cornell he continued his
pioneering activities, winning battles with the academi-

cians and gradually getting agriculture to be recognized

as a worthwhile academic discipline. When he became

dean of the New York State College of Agriculture he

took the reins and drove rapidly ahead, creating new

areas of activity even if he had to coin oew names to
represent the area involved. His interest in genetics was

often spectacular and always infectious. Other schools

and other parts of the country followed his lead. The

laws of genetics, applied to farm catde, later yielded our
Santa Gertrudis cattle, an accomplishment that was
more important to human happiness than the develop-

ment of a sputnik. Dr. Bailey did not, of course, par-

ticipate direcdy in this profect, but he did influence

agricultural practices the wodd over.
At a meeting in East Lansing, Michigan, in 1907, the

naturalist asked: "Is the farmer worse off than other
classes of citizens? If so the remedy is not complaint or
recrimination but an earnest, patient effort to undo the

wrong." On the same program Theodore Roosevelt,

whose centennial we also celebrate this year, said: "If
there is one lesson taught by history it is that the perma-
neflt greatness of any State must ultimately depend more
upon the chatacter of its country people than upon any-

thing else." Ayear later President Roosevelt appointed
Bailey chairman of his Commission on Country Life "to
survey the field of rural life and suggest means of cor-

recting deficiencies." Roosevelt said at the time that-
"With the single exception of conservation of our natural
resources there is no other matetial of greater importance
now before the American people." In part as a result
of this survey, we today have a parcel post system that
serves the rural citizen as well as the man who lives in
the city. Similady we have a r,ational extension service,

agricultural and home economics education, and rural
electrification. The seeds for all of these worthy public
services were discovered and sown by L. H. Bailey and

Theodore Roosevelt, pioneers in discovering and explor-
ing vigorously worthy new fields of interest.

There is reason to believe that when young Bailey was

nineteen he drew uP a general plan for his life. He

allowed twenty-five years for training, a similar period

for compensating service to others and asked that he be

free for the rest of his life to live as he pleased. He spent

each New Year's Day drawing up a check list of things

to be accomplished during the coming year, posted this
by his desk and meticulously checked off each as it fell
before his efforts. Fortunately the habits formed in the
first half-century of such a plan practically guaranteed
that the rest of his life was to be most useful to society.
Because of conditions that developed as he reached the
half-century mark, he was 55 before he began what was
probably the most significant and rewarding part of his
life. Even after his oficial retirement at that time he

planned rather meticulously what he would do. At the
end of a day he planned what he hoped to accomplish
on the next, and usually he did it. At the dinner given
him commemorating his ninetieth birthday he told of
proiects he hoped to complete in the next two decades.

He had not been able to have the dinner exactly on his
ninetieth birthday because on that day, as he had plan-
ned, he was in the field collecting plants in the tropics.

Dr. Bailey's varied interests provided him with ac-

tivities that were of recuperative value. It is quite prob-
able that his successful efforts as a poet were produced
during periods of reaction from serious experiences in
life and this does not imply that his poetry was that of
the dilettante. There would seem to be some significance
in the titles of his publications that appeared after his
retirement from university service. First appeared a
revision of his Botany for Secondarl Scbooh. This had
appeared first in 1900. Then, in 1913 and 1915, came the
two volumes of New York State Rural, Probl,emr. This was
followed by Grounill*aeb inDemocraclt,and by his collected
poems, which appeared under the title of lVind and

Weather. Following this appeared what many thought
represented his best presentation of his philosophy, Tbe

Hofu Eartb. This was written on shipboard while on his
way to New Zealand to collect plants. This book repre-

sented some of his finest prose, was based in part on
ideas developed when he wrote in the "leaflets" for
children of New York State. It was the first of a series

of books that were dedicated to a philosophy of service

to man. The series included such titles as Wbat it
Democracl?, Un'iaersal, Seroice, the Hope of Humanitl, and
others. Bailey felt that Tbe Hofu Earth probably best

expressed his philosophy of life, and was gready pleased

when, twenty-five years after its first appearance and

after the end of the World War II, it suddenly came

again into great demand.
We might sum up our story by saying that Liberty

Hyde Bailey was a scholar with a human touch, an

individualist with the ability to enlist the whole-
hearted support of others, a practical down-to-earth
man who enioyed journeys into the world of fattasy
and beauty, a rugged scientist who could bring out of
others the best they had to offer, and a dreamer with
desire and ability to make most of his dreams come true.
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