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BIACK.TAIIED PRAIRIE DOG

Cynomqs ludooiciaruts

This is the prairie dog of the low counrry, the white-tailed prairie Dog

being found in the mountains of the west. The Black-tailed is found in
the central short-grass prairies, from canada to Texas. A little smaller
than a cat, they may be found on their bare mounds, each a foot or two
higher than the surrounding prairie, and spaced 25 to 75 feet apart.
The raised earth around the burrow helps keep water from flash floods
(common on the flat prairies) from filling the main burrow. These tun-
nels often drop vertically into the ground for 12 to 14 feet, then run
horizontally with several side chambers, where food is stored and family
activities take place. This female is still nursing young. 0nce quite com-

mon, prairie dogs are now restricted to relatively undisturbed land, and

their "towns" are much smaller than before.

Photo by Vernorr Ificks

U. S. Soil Conservation Service

Provided by the Audio-visual Comn.rittee

Amelican Nature Sturly Societv

No. 27

(NIay be remoacd for display)
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