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PUFFBATI.

(Ly coperdon pyrif orme)

This is the Pear-shaped Puffball, a common species growing out of

rotting wood in damp, shady northern forests. Puffballs are fungi, in
the Class Basidiomycetes - the same class to which most conspicuous

mushrooms belong. They are edible when not too ripe - before the

spores turn color. One must be careful not to confuse them with

mushrooms which are iust emerging, and which may be poisonous.

Puffballs usually occur in large groups together, on a thoroughly

rotted log. Some species grow as large as basketballs - the Giant

Puffball has been found up to 5 feet high and 4 feet wide. They

are all saprophytes, meaning they live on dead remains of other

organisms. When ripe, the spores are "puffed" out of a pore or slit

in the lop.

Photo by

Richard Albright

Provided by the Audio-\/isual Committee

American Nature Study Society

No. 31

(May be remooed, for display)
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Phoro by Richord Albright
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the C
lass B

asidiom
ycetes - the sam

e class to w
hich m

ost conspicuous

m
ushroom

s belong. T
hey are edible w

hen not too ripe - before the

spores turn color. O
ne m

ust be careful not to confuse them
 w

ith

m
ushroom

s w
hich are iust em

erging, and w
hich m

ay be poisonous.

P
uffballs usually occur in large groups together, on a thoroughly

rotted log. S
om

e species grow
 as large as basketballs - the G

iant

P
uffball has been found up to 5 feet high and 4 feet w

ide. T
hey

are all saprophytes, m
eaning they live on dead rem

ains of other
organism

s. W
hen ripe, the spores are "puffed" out of a pore or slit

in the top.
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