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AWord From the Editor...
THE TIPS SAMPLER

In 19b1 Dr. Richard B. Fischer of Cornell University suggested that the Nature Study Journal should carry
a regular feature entitled "Nature Study Tips" and that these fips should be practical hands-on activities suitable
for rise by teachers. In the past forty years a great variety of tips have been published both in the Journal and the
Newsletter. Many have been duplicated to be used as handouts in answer to requests for information by teachers

and students.
Recently, with our stock of reprints practically exhausted and with a steadily increasing request for help, the

Board of Directors decided we should do a study of the Tips and come up with recommendations. With this in mind
two weekend work sessions attended by John Gustafson, Betty McKnight, Baiba Woodall, Judy T'homas, Sean Doft,
Lenore Miller, Sandra Burns, Kay Flynn, Ruth Melvin, Ron and Joanna Clees, Mary Houts and Bob and Helen

Russell were held at the Russell's home in Pennsylvania.
All the Tips were read. Recognizing the fact that good teaching is good teaching anytime; and that the basic

relationships of the natural world are a constant, we could find value in most of them. On the other hand, times
have changed, the landscape has changed, materials and equipment have changed, knowledge has been added to.

Some of the Tips were discarded or at least laid aside to be totally rewritten (e.g. a good tip on migration written
thirty years ago needs to be redone in the light ofrecent discoveries; a tip using egg cartons is no longer usable since

the shape of cartons have changed).
We decided that all the tips need to follow a definite format. All should stand alone, fitting on one or two

pages so they could be used in a loose leaf notebook. All should be punched for a three hole binder. Illustrations
need to be updated.

We organized the tips by topics: Enerry, Environment, Plants, Animals, Astronomy, Photography, Weather,
Language Arts and Science, Sensory Awareness, Native Americans, Physical Science. Of course, many tips fall in
more than one category.

At this point we are ready for help. This Tips Sampler is made up of 14 Tips covering most of the topics
above. Please fill in the following questionaire and return to Ilelen Ross Russell, Editorr 44 College flrive,
Jersey City, NJ,07305.

lYhat would you change?

\ilhat would you delete?

What topics are you willing to prepare a new tip on?

Could you take several tips and edit them to frt the format?

Could you help with illustrations?

Are you interested in participating in a work weekend this winter?

Could you help us obtain a grant for publication?

lVhat is your particular interest in ANSS?

How are you employed?

H.R.R.
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