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Plants and animals are found nearly everywhere. One merely
has to open one's eyes to their existence to begin t() appreciate
the beaury of nature. One exciting way to appreciate this bcauty
is through an examination of the surrounding habitat. It matters
little if the habitat is urban, suburban, or rural, life is there to
be examinid, observed, and appreciated. Teachers can <Ievelop
or enhance this appreciation by having their students embark
on a habitat inventory

A habitat inventory may be developed by a class as a whole,
which might be the best approach for the lower grades, or to
divide students into small groups or teams. The latter approach
is more preferable with older children. Teams may be gcneral
or specific in terms of their goals, they can all canvass the
entire neighborhood or be assigned a certain area to be respon-
sible for. However divided, the team(s) should have thcir goals
firmly fixed in their minds beforc venturing out exploring. The
basic information that the team must always keep in mind is
that each living organism, in order to survive, must havc access
to shelter, water, and food in that order. Thereforc, a preliminary
discussion of these three items should precede any field inves-
tigation. The creation of a chart similar to the following exam-
ple will be useful and will help to clariff the invcntory problem.

what it was that they were doing when seen. The time of day
is also important, ,rs animals vary greatly in their times of
maximum activiry

The habitat inventory can now be expanded by the creation
of another chart, which will attempt to relate each animal that
has been seen to the survival characteristics listed in the first
chart. Such a chart might be created to look something like
the following:

This list should bc as comprehensivc as possible and should
always be open to new additi<lns.

At the same time as your students arc ()ut gathering this data
they should be on thc lookout tbr any kind of animal life. Data
on animals should include where they werc whcn sighted and

It is important to note that any one animal may have several
sources of the survival characteristics. Those which do are
better able to survive and this in turn allows the teacher to
introduce and discuss the concepts ofAdaptation and Compet-
ition.

Still other important concepts that can be introduced and
carried out with this activity are those of population density,
food chains, food webs, the niche, and even rhe study of map
reading and map making.

Further suggestions: Make this an on-going seasonal activity
which will allow for the discussion of migration and hiberna-
tion. And as an added aid to their field study, have your students
separate themselves and sit quietly in one location for a few
minutes and have them record all that they hear and see. This
is a part of the activity that can be constantly repeated at
different times of day or year to see what changes have occur.
red. An individual journal may be the result of this with infor-
mation shared to all. Library assignments may also be made
with each student assigned an animal which has been observed,
in order that even more information can be added to the chart.

Date _ Time of Day Temperature

Animal Shelter Vtrter Food
Bumblebee Hive Dew Flowers

Habitat Inventory Chart

Season

TEACHING TIPS
Neighborhood Habitat Inventory

by Dr. Darrell D. Yrung
Professor, Outdoor Sciencc Education
State University of New York at Buffalo

Food

Nuts
Berries
Grass
Insects
etc.

Shelter

Nests
HollowThees
Tiees
Burrows
etc.

Water

Dew
Rain

Streams
Ponds

etc.

Survilal Characteristics
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