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TBacunc Trp: Tne Bntre,o TnncrrNc Box.
by Dillon J. Finan

By utilizing the art of tacking a naturc observer creating a drastic change in the animals' dieL
can witness the interrclationships between ani- Howto bait the box:I would suggest baiting forherbi-
mals and their environment. The observer fol- vorcs at firsr Place peanuts and sue-t-balls on tfr'e table top
lows the steps of the animal wiuressing the world and scauered around on the ground around the pole. Hang
through the animal's eyes, experiencing the life some ginger root and a suet pole ftom the one inch dowel
of the animal. A good tracker knows the animal's rod. Be patient with the box. At first only a few species of
behavior, diet, and moods. To reach a thorough animals with a high tolerance for human contact will visit
understanding of tracking the observer must first
learn to see tracks and identify them. A baited
tracking box is an invaluable tool for leaming
the basics of tracking. The baited tracking box is
simply a eight foot by eight foot sand box with
bait placed in the middle. The bait attracts a vari-
ety of animals whose tracks are preserved in the
soft sand. The nacking box helps students ap-
preciate the variety of animals in their area, al-
lowing students to learn about animal tracking
in a controlled environment.

Building the Baited Thacking Box:
The T[acking Box: Dig a 8'<by> 8'squale

trench six inches deep. Set the cedar boards in the
uerrch at grourd lwel. Fill in around the bouds with
dirt, and pack tightly. You should now have a fianred
in section of gound. Dg out ttre inside of the frame
about I to 1.5 inches deep. Fill in the box with one
thousand pounds of sand. Make the sand box level
with the gound around it Use a rake to keep the
sand smoothed out for track collecting.

The Bait Pole:Make a 2'<by>1.5' table top, out
of scrap plywood, and screw the small tabletop on
top of tlrc four fmt 26yX, using the scrap 2<bp4s
as braces. 1.5' down from the table top drill a one
inch hole through thecenterof the 2<bp4. Put the
one inch wooden dowel rod through the hole so
half of it sticks out on one side of the 2<by>4 and
the other half sticks out qr the other side. This dowel
is used for hang different types of bait above the
ground. Set the ple eight inches in the ground in
the centerof the tracking box.

Tlpesof bait:Choiceof baitdepends on the ani-
mals yon wish to attract. PeanuS and suet attnct a
wide variety of herbivores and omnivores. I have
heard deer cannot resist ginger rmt" but nothing
has touched the grnger rmt hanging from my bait
pole. Bird seed mixes will attract rodens of vary-
ing sizes. Fish and/ory'eslrroadkill will arract scav-
engers and canuvoles. tay a'wav ftom manufac-

to avoid
S

tured witlt the of

the box such as rilcc@ns, opossums, squirrels, deer, and
wild turkey. As the local animals gain familiarity with the
tracking box a few rare surprise visitors will begln to ap-
pear.

When should I bait? Baiting at any time of the year
will be effective. I feel August thrcugh November arc great
months to bait. Many animals are foaging heavily during
these months to prepare for winter, and the bait will be a
welcome supplement to their diet. Especially if you bait
with foods high in fat like peanuts and suet.

One word of caution: Pay close attention to the visi-
tors of the tracking box, and if nocnrmal animals visit the
box during the day or animals display peculiar behavior,
then stop baiting the box for a while. Tlw goal is a wdy
tracks and obserue wtldlife by supplenunting tluir diet,
not creating an*nals fupendent on your food source. Read
about identifying rabid animals before creating a tracking
box. Rabies can affect all marmnals including humans.
Some signs of rabies include but are not limited to: ner-
vousness, aggression, and abnormal behavio (noctumal
animals out in daylighq wild animals exhibiting no fearof
humans erc...) If arabid animal visits the tnacking box call
the local game warden, and stop baiting the tracking box.
In *re event of a bite by a rabid animal clean the wound
thoroughly, get immediate medical attention, and report
the incident to local authorities.

A baited tracking box can put you in contact with many
local animals. The racking box is intended forpeoplein-
terested in studying animal uacks and signs. Please re-
member o treat animal visitors with respect, and ttrey will
providemuch knowledge and joy. Through tracking we
can enter the lives of many animals. These lives tell .

stories of the cycle of natuie atlowing us to view the '
earth as the animals we are. Happy tracking!



a o O E
J - a O o

E
sg

A
B

f 
g 

tE
ig

F
E

:E
g 

er
:A

=
B

H
6E

H
g

*H
"'H

m
"d

IB
F

e3
f 

E
E

E
g 

}E
E

 p
; 

B
rE

 A
=

 *

8:
fIH

F
as

s
'?

 H
ia

aE
.u

 c
 *

-"
P

:6
 -

.ts
8 

o
S

 E
.d

 E
 g

fi 
=

 5'

E
.F

E
r?

:*
=

i!i
*u

=
=

H
H

F
B

 x
'?

E
g

x 
il 

-g
a

g B
F

 z
3a

 
D

,
b.

L t.-
.

fi 
!r

^9
o3

1 
\ld

U
 L

a 
+

-
=

 
=

!l 
-

E
 B

"^
5 

5'
?=

'E
 E

Jo
-a

 
-t

et
=

i
F

fE
:s

'
P

 {'
I. 

-r
*x

; e
.

Ln
'z

 r
tr

 3

=
 f 

-5
'

F
 5

'r,
rc

c
ti 

5 
O

a
=

P
-?

V
d,

-\
v=

=
)^

'i+
eY

 
6

S
E

 ?
?$

B
sE

E
E

s$
B

aE
H

E
E

$E
gE

s

ed
eJ

$ 
g3

flx

*a
e?

$f
$a

E
iq

a
3=

P
e^

Lo
iE

fi3
B

-=

3r
E

;s
r

;S
ds

s3
'

;e
E

g6
1

i:g
$g

I
f E

 B
t 

e
" 

8&
8

z*
u

d6
j.

O
o 

!l
3d

(.
)e

k

E
A

E

=
?H

:Z
A

) 
A

)
-.

F
<

A
) 

:.:
 A

'
-u

r=
55

be
_e

R
s

{,
i-c

o

3e
g

{{
;

?i
 ro

'c
Je

7)

€=
F

:3
7

3 
E

'E
^U

,
,ta {o a,

 0
a

qp
r5

ta
iIE

E
gs

a+
+

eB
g'

I
E

H
E

E
T

?€

iB
gf

er
$s

al
sF

S
gi

F
i E

 E
 - 

E
: 

F
 3

T
E

:fl
 A

E
F

q

E
gE

E
F

;H
E

E
 B

 F
gf

,E
-a

tD

A
F

r!
* B
E

sr
,

H
aS

$
--

,Q
sr

Q
o 

P
 

=
'la

3i
i;

5 
(D

'C
 

lll
a'

E
 s

 L
i

g 
5.

 n
'5

9#
 E

 r
-d

qr
5Q

s?
.E

oH
E

 
.)

'+
!-

i
 

-*
-

gu
d=

* 
o:

 -0
8)

(,
 5

 ^
v-

.
* 

3E
 i

x$
F

s
rs

 s
 E

H
gg

 F
' 

5 
-F

o.

E
 g

B

8E
$

E
F

)F
?d

 
o

^8
 F

F
Y

'IE
.

r-
 

a)

<
 t

ss
<

 -f
o

{ 
oo

<

E
 s

s
i; 

F
'

# 
E

s
tr

r 
|.i

j

dr
j

3E 6i
)

N
 J

..,
3c

u
\o

o

p,
E

er
gg

IE
gl

rie
1l

gg
[[r

[lE
1[

r
u4

*Z
cE

 =
 *e

 T 
H

ii

E
.r

g{
gg

$€
5

*f
; 
*+

i s
gn

E

$i
iH

 i 
+

€E
E

 =

gr
[E

i,*
 E

ar
I 7

a

E
Ig

rr
gE

g[
gg

g3

g$
gg

F
 rg

E
$[

 3"

B
aE

r[
 ',E

fl$

,+
) 

a

B
 8

 q
i

!:9
'H

 fi
X

'-.
<

E
 H

.E
 d

ir3
<

.'l
 O

a 
(D

 =
'

3 
: i

E
s 

Y
 f 

T
r

=
u.

+
5'

rH
H

i d
=

=
 

o 
. 

;-
;

X
 i=

 S
. 

=
E

T
E

T
E

 
6

5'
eE

 ['
 =

H
€ 
i i

E
E

ie
et

s*
T

I.r
E

E
E

E
1F

H
 7

=
E

 5'
i 

A

B
$r

f d
B

 d
'E

.j 
=

*8
6 

*.

E
E

 $
fr

H
=

rg
ts

3E
 r

sg
H

14 Itt o E rt o oe -| !, N (D oa o rl A
' o E o rl

z F
9 o o c, (D U F

O (D q 3.

zo A)
o

E
g

,o
6

l+
)

l5 la
n

o I I I I 3 o = EI o o E o.

!E
O

o=
'

5< o(
D

o(
D

5- oN IE # ,r 'U I o

E o p a, o F
O tu o oa H F
D ts () F
9 >
i

oq o ca o I s q) t' F
)

(n o a o) o-

ln x ]J U a, o I

€ o o ts (D o q) F
,

H o F
D C
) o o 3 & F

D o U
' { i

+
l o t F

9

(D a o U
) o -U
'

(D 9) v) o { I. (D o r-
t () F
0 (J
l { @ N
)

@ I tJ (, \o { { F E o o o b r_
t

oe

I {



o O o 41 )r
{ o a a

ris
es

g 
H

 *
 F

;E
.b

E
o8

92
a

is
E

gE
*B

gF

33
f 

E
E

qn
 n

*
E

;g
 8

i E
 3

 3
 ii

S
lg

rH
eA

sg
E

"E
:?

+
A

E
;A

E
F

E
E

 F
: 
*'

F
!r

*u
=

=
H

$F
A

 H
 U

 ?E
E

,. 
ii 

ga

?7
3

ao
 

!i.
3d

(1
gk

o 
c.

;,
E

E
H

iin
a =
?H

3A
3

-u
A

=
5:

'ie
'g

B
F

B
 e

'g
{€

;
.D

P
V

E
eq P
 ;.

8
B

rl
i3

E
=

d 
E

^u
1

,(
D {o A
)o

Q

E
E E

88
*1

{B
E

aE
S

aa
f.9

s

a+
+

eB
s:

E
B

E
T

E
?€

iB
lrE

e$
s

al
sF

*9
is

{ 
I 

H
 - 

+
a 

H
 o

i

iE
IA

E
F

E

E
gE

E
F

;H
B

E
H

T
sB

H
E

tS
ia

. _
P

 E

,+
 r

rl
r!

i S
 E

 r,
r,

.)
 x

'o
 x

H
eS

$
:: 

E
:.3

si
i i

5.
 Q

'tr
 F

'
o=

!?
.tr

1
6 

/ 
J.

t2

B
 =

.e
 O

?E
 H

'r.
..d

qr
5Q

s 
i.q

!
=

 
i3

- 
J

9^
 

H
E

.
gu

5=
* 

o:
 -0

ll

x 
3E

 3
z 

*6
 -

E
i s

f
rs

3E
E

E
.E

F
=

.q
e 
f 

;
' 

6 
-F

o.

E
 g

B

8E
$

!F
0r

t
?d

 
o

O
 

F
rl(

'
o?

 e
'E

;E
 5

'
--

 
D

)

s 
ts

s
<

-E
{o

<
E

 s
=

i; 
n'

"i 
E

g
tr

r 
i.i

.i

d 
i'j

S
E

N
 I

.,
3c

o
\o

o

p,
E

F
' 

.g

8' 5 d#
 z

3a
 

D
)

H
.L t.-
.

6 
!r

^9
O

 1
1 
b'

d
li 

i, 
!+

-
i 

5D
l 

a
li 

bo
 

x
?5

H
E

Jo
.a

't

eF
=

[
a-

 r 
ts

'E
'

IJ
 

ts
 

E
' 

J

B
 {'

I.-
r

*x
; 

g.
ut

'u
 

rlr
 3

g 
E

x5
'

H
 5

'r,
ro

c
U

 i
, 

O
^

:r
 e

r 
?H

d 
/'\

v5
5)

^'
-

P
Y

 
ID

S
E

 ?
?$

E
E

E
E

E
S

$F
[E

gE
E

$E
gs

s

E
, 
A

E
 3

3g
33

s

;T
 H

eH
T

E
;B

ai
qa

S
lD

r^
L(

D
iE

fi3
B

-=
E

as
qE

+
A

3 
3 

F
E

E
;E

dF
E

g'
di

r 
g 
A

*)

i:E
$$

r
f E

 B
t 

e
" 

r&
s

eE
E

 F
=

$E
 E

 H
 F

"

$E
i$

ig
F

$E
gi

r"

oa

e.
=

'p
 >

(r
€ 
ga

z
E

so
:"

A
.T

r'P
. 

H
JA

' 
U

) 
J*

r$
{ 

E
S

.o
e 

d6
 i'

=
E

E
=

.

E
 gE

g
a-

E
'B

 6
 

1
-L

.-
q.

 
-

=
'o

; 
o 

-l
H

E
€ 

5 
E

?s
 H

.1
 E

H
€+

I 
7=

-A
F

I 
E

 H

F
rF

F
 Z

g

*$
E

g 
H

 i
s+

F
3 

5 
E

g,
g"

dE
 a

 \/
F

E
E

S
 V

E
E

E
r 

H

=
x'

ro
$*

f 
H

 g
' 

t0
E

R
E

€E
*

e 
rB

q-
7 
r

E
ea

x-
aB

tn
 

o.
a

E
F

+
f 

E
E

 E
 *i

l

*E
3$

E
.r

g$
g

gE
IE

s$
]

,U F
1 It: o ru rl o oe r
t D
' F (D O

Q C
') r| !, o E o r'

z o o t c, .o U F
O o o e E o

zo lro au
)

J- D
a

t ,

O g ct
)

D
D "6 N E I I

o ts o r, o o { o. 7f o (D

(D F
D U
' o p E rd 'U H o oa -t F

o 3 o A
' t oa o U
) o 3 I s ah F
'

I F
: o o a E o.

o F
O cl + rn x l, U F
9

C
D I

{ o o ,r (D o C
N

F
D E
t o F

O o o o 3 3 3 F
O o U
) {

+
l o - F

9 o a (D a, I 'd o F
O v) (D { Fi (D o o F
0 U
l { @ N
)

@ I tJ (, \o { { =fd o o o b oa

I {



Pt3>
1Ea*,
.=

 
at

E
Xrob-g

e'-
E

9
q6{5p-=

;r
gla
gi
F

8osA
=

(U
 ih

a-otb-€
ctd bo
lr)c
bV
E

5-
3'.E

 H
b b,
gfE
ar!u
*-$E
?s6
92s
d t,r.r
E

f; fl
P

-v 
5

3 E
tr

Lz 
I

I U
&

59s
,dE
()'x 

'l
E

IJ
(-) 

. 
q)

O
o@

>
g 

E
I 

ra
6# s
v)-c
, 

o9)
., E

 a
E

j; 
q

o 
.. F

l
.Y

 
>

\ Li
E

E
 E

A
.LaA

.

saE
Z

E
 E

1
.S

H
 E

cadiE
2 z'd
s8&

E
B

IE
g{

Itr0)
(.)tro'E

o
9A
E

}
-N (t6
T

A
9xts\n
o€E

6t
'E

s
E

l-
o*cr{
o--
8F
Q

 
,,q)

O
H

\aO
E

ra 
cd

E
E

E
lo

$ob=cAF
5

<
la

E
of

A
N^u

o(d

-9I&

zo\

.R
8u ?-
F

floi;
F

H
iiE

Z
T

 E
f

o, 
F

"
z.=

o

LE
.

clAEq)ood)oEG
)

cA

b
>

)=
.E

8
tra'e>

9
E

€
E

3 
qe

tt) S
 

S
E

E
 =

€E
 *

z E
=

 r
E

 
1II =

.s)
tl 

e'x Z
V

H
A

d
.E

 8d 
E

P
 f .iS

5 ssE

EC
,

9(llanI€I

an

Eo




