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Teaching Tips

Using Old Chrisunas Trees
lt.t,Jo.y F-inkr.t'

Rather than tliscard Christmas trecs whcn tlrc short ft'stivc scils()l'l is ovcr.
recvcle thcm as a rcs()urce f<>r lcarning and crcativc pr()iccts

Create a forest corner
In thc scho<>lyarcl, sct trccs out in buckets of satld. ficezc thcnr ir.rto pails

9f icc, or prop them in a snowbank. lllakc patl.rs in and aroltrrd tllc trccs.

Driftingsngw can aclcl intcrcsting fcaturcs t() ,v()ur firrcstctl lar.rclscapc. If
therc is wildlife in thc arca. watch firr signs tlrat birds attcl Ittanrtttals llavc

taken shcltcr in your cvergreen f<rrcst.

A tree for the birds
After putting trees t>utsidc, dec<lratc thcnr u'itlr strct

chunks, seed baubles, peanuts and popcorn.
If they are anywhere near, woodpeckers' jays,

chickadees and
grosbeaks may come to feed. Then thc tree
will once again be part of the living scene in
winter.

Iandscape for a winter carnival
Use old Christmas trees ftrr tcmporary

landscapecl backdrops and for marking off
activity areas. Or, arrange them to make a

maze.

l)krt thc growth on a graph and c<lmpare trees and growth for each year.
llou'dr>cs ttris compare with students' growth'/

\What fact<lrs would affect the rate of growth? Which trees were fast
grou'ing'/ Which u'crc slow'/ Is growth the same <ln all sides? Or did the tree

havc competiti<>n f<rr light on one side?
Which trces have grown in untended native forests? Which

have gr<lwn in managed plantations? What are the clues?
Hint: Growing trees may be shaped by cutting tips of

branches tr> produce bushier clusters of shoots.
What makes a g<lod Christma^s tree? Consider this
qucstion fr<lm various imagined pcrspectives, such

as that of a Christmas trec growe! a Christmas
trce shoppeq a snowshoe hare, a blueiay, deer,

squirrel, tlr a trec itself.

*,

What tree rings can tell us
Saw slices of wood from thc trunk of a

discarded trce, taking one cross-section
fr<>m below cvery set of whorled branch'
cs. Number each slice on the underside.
Sand the t()p so the annual rings how
clearh: Count the rings to determine
thc age <lf the tree at cach slice and
stack the slices in sequence.

Each annual ring is made up of light-
cr>klurcd large cclls that gr()w in spring

and carly summer, and darker, smaller
cclls that grt>w more slowly in late sum-

mer and winter.
Measure the width of each ring.

Drought ycars ()r crtlwding causc nar-

r<lw gr<lwth rings. A leaninpi trce has narr()w rings on one sidc.
Thc hist<1ry <lf thc trcc's lifc is rccordcd in thc trce rings. Rcading the

st1try in thc trec rings depcnds on the scientist's ability t() interpret the
rclationslrips bctwcen ring growth and thc cnvironnlcnt. It is likc a detective
story - the clucs are in thc rings.

.lddplLtt.li.(,1,t ll.tc l)t'<t,iltbcr l()Ub issttt' o/ (.litssrtxrtrt. il (.1ttt(tdi(t,t ttlttt-ttlirtttrtl ,,t(t!!.t:irta'.

R(,?rint(tt u'itl, lcrtilissitttt..ltt.1' l:ittktt'. Orttttttlitttt rtlrrtctlttt' .ttt.l ,t(ttttfttlist. is tt Rrxtttl
,llentlrur o/ .lN\.\.
'littcl.ritt14 Iil)s ilrc tr scrt'itr' (tl'tlr( .lttt/crictttt .\'(tlttr( .\ltrtll' \ttt-it'l.t'.

A crysal tree
Sct a <Iiscarded tree upright and sccure it to

a post in the ground. Attach a hosc to thc trunk,
with the n<>zzle facingupward at the t()p' Turn
on the watcr during frcezing tcmperatures t()

form a f<runtain of icc. (Be prepared t<l lose the
Spraying water on a tree is another way to get an icing effcct. Rimc and

noarfroit, causecl by watcr vapour, are naturc's way <lf f<lrming ice crystals

on trees, making beautiful wintcr sccnes.

How long did each tree live?
Deter;ine thc appr.ximate age.f cach trcc by c.unting thc number <lf

branch whorls (the places <>n thc trunkwhcrc branchcs gr<)w ()ut all round)
plus the tip, called a candle, at the t<>p.- 

Measurethc rlistance bctwee n the wh<lrls of branchcs to find h<lw much

the tree gpew each ycar. The last year <lf gr<lwth can trc dctcrmincd try

measuring; the candlc tiP.

h<lsc if it frcezcs t<xr! )
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