
Ffricator Tips

Aruphibian Research
prouided by Betty J. McKnight

Activity I
Have students design a large chart that
can be used to keep a record ofthe

amphibian individuals find, where,
when time, date, weather conditions, and

any special observations.

Activity 2
Have students study local topographic maps and locate those sites they feel are most likely to be
used by amphibians. Have students invite their parents to accompany them to one or more of these
sites. Have students share oral, written and photographic reports with the class.

Activity 3
Make a class log of each of the reports. Give each student a copy of the
class research and encourage individuals to revisit these sites at different
times of day and/or seasons to gather additional information.

FtqE Dice
provided by Pocono Environmental Fducation Center Staff

Objective:
L Students will learn the
different stages of metamor-
phosis for frogs and other
amphibians.
2. Snrdenswillunderstandtheen-
vironmental challenges of surviving from egg to adult.

Materials: One set of dice

Procedure:

a general understanding of metamorphosis and the life
cycles of frogs (egg-tadpole-adult). Explain that frogs
produce many eggs but only a few of them survive
through to adulthood. Ask what possible dangers they
could encounter along the way (predators, loss of habi-
tat, pollution, competition for food, etc.). These chal-
lenges are encountered at every stage ofthe life cycle.

All students start as frog eggs. In order to sur-
vive to the next stage they must face one of the chal-
lenges. Announce to them the first challenge - this could
be any one of the dangers discussed earlier. For example:

them!" Have each student
take turns

rolling the
dice. Any-

one rolling a six and
under is eliminated.

These remaining "eggs" hatch and become tad-
poles. Discuss with students the characteristics and ad-
aptations of tadpoles. Metamorphosis from tadpole to
frog occurs in several stages. Legs develop, the tail be-
gins to be absorbed, and lungs develop. The "tadpoles"

dent takes turns rolling the dice and
those rolling a six and under are
eliminated. Those that are left go
on to become frogs. For the fi-
nal challenge each student
rolls the dice and the two with
the highest total will become
frogs. These two mate and
lay eggs to start the
next generation and
the cycle begins

Before starting the lesson students should have are then faced with another challenge. Again, each stu-
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